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(U) Command Surgeon

 Mission: Provide guidance, oversight, and influence across 
the SOF Enterprise to champion the advancement of SOF 
Military Medicine.
 Key Tasks:

– Increase survivability and preserve lethality
– Develop doctrine to educate and empower SOF medicine 
– Promote and protect SOF professionals through medical advancements 

(SOF Health for Life) 
– Influence and inform medical innovation 
– Synchronize integrated and partnered health service support

 Endstate: Ensure an interoperable, responsive, 
and impactful SOF medical enterprise to support the unique 
capabilities provided by USSOCOM through collaboration 
and innovation at the institutional and operational levels.
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(U) Task Organization
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COL Michael Tarpey, USA 
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(U) Surgeon Priorities

 WIN: Establish Joint Special Operations Medical Training

 TRANSFORM: Force Design Requirements established 
by enduring medical capability and capacity ISO Irregular 
Warfare (IW)

 PEOPLE: Protect SOF Warfighter Brain Health 

 PEOPLE: Strengthen the Health of the SOF Enterprise

People - Win - Transform



UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED 5

Lines of Effort

Establish Medical 
Interoperability

Force Design 
Requirements Established

Protect 
SOF Warfighter 

Brain Health 

Strengthen the Health 
of SOF Enterprise

•Schoolhouse Synchronization
•Publish Standing Protocols
•Policy for Operational Medical System
•SO-ATP POM

Joint Special 
Operations 

Medical Training

• Irregular Warfare (Directed)
• Prolonged Field Care (Implied – JME)
• SOF HQ Form and Fund (Directed OPT)
• TSOC Next (Directed OPT)
• Total SOF Analysis (Directed OPT)

Transform SOF 
Medicine

• Disseminate D40-6 to the Enterprise for 
implementation 

• Blast Exposure Monitoring (BEMO)
• CASH Implementation
• ANAM

Brain Health

• Publish Updated Deployment Health & Medical 
Surveillance D 40-4

• Expand Comprehensive Exposure Monitoring
• Improve Medical Readiness
• Advance ILER, Registries, Wellness Program

Comprehensive 
SOF Health

D
esired C

onditions

(U) Surgeon Priorities
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(U) Global SOF Medical Network

 Collaborative environment to enhance communication and promote 
interoperability through organized discussion
 Share lessons learned
 Define requirements
 Focus Common efforts
 Coordinated distribution
 Promote opportunities

 Requirements-based analysis of training/education, resourcing, and 
innovation

 Identify, Address, Coordinate, Synchronize Global SOF Medical and 
Health-Related concerns
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(U) SOF Medical Network Phase 1A
“Connect the Dots”
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CEB
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SOF
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(U) Phase 1B
“Define Relationships”
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(U) SOF Medical Network Phase 2
“Establish, Develop & Influence Relationships”
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 USSOCOM brain health community of interest 
 MONITOR: Surgeon’s Office Brain Health
 ENHANCE: Preservation Of The Force & Family (POTFF) 
 ADVANCE: SOF acquisitions, technology, & logistics (science & 

technology)
 CONNECT: Warrior Care Program 

 Monitor, enhance, and advance the cognitive health and 
performance of the SOF Service Member to meet the 
operational demands now and in the future. 
 USSOCOM sets the standard for protecting brain health and cognitive 

performance
 Connecting Service Members to resources during and after service

(U) Brain Health
People - Win - Transform



 USSOCOM Brain Health
 Policy Memo 19-01
 Policy Memo 20-02
 Directive 40-6

 DoD Brain Health
 WBH Initiative Strategy & Action Plan
 WBH JROCM
 FY23 NDAA, Sec 735
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(U) Brain Health Overview
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(U) Brain Health
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(U) CASH

 Intake
 Demographics
 Exposures questionnaire

 Self-Surveys
 Cognitive Symptoms
 Mental Health Symptoms
 Physical Symptoms
 Optional Spousal Survey

 Face-to-face interview

People - Win - Transform
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(U) Blast Exposure Monitoring System 

 Blast Exposure Monitoring System 
 Capability: Accurately identify, measure, and record SOF personnel 

exposure to blast overpressure in both training and combat 
environments

 Hardware: Automated, lightweight, wearable sensors that accurately 
capture and wirelessly transmit blast overpressure events which occur 
from high explosive blasts and non-explosive weapons

 Software: Automate, wireless data capture and transmission through 
end user devices with data integration into multiple DoD information 
systems

People - Win - Transform
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(U) Comprehensive SOF Health

 Health Exposure monitoring
 Occupational and environmental health site surveys
 Deployed, garrison

 R&D - Technology, innovations
 Equipment providing direct readings and field portable 
 Wearable diagnostics (CBRN)

 BEMO
 Pandemic and infectious disease planning
 ILER, PACT Act, Registries
 Nutrition with Human Performance – COTS & PES
 Cancer Efforts
 SOF Wellness
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(U) Comprehensive SOF Health
Individual Longitudinal Exposure Record (ILER)

 ILER is a web application intended to represent the complete record of service-related 
exposures and serve as an authoritative data source for all Occupational and 
Environmental Health Surveillance data to include hazardous OEH exposures to Service 
Members in theater  and critical non-theater OEH exposures that impact Service 
Members and Veterans.

 Key Capabilities: 
 Health Care - Improve the quality of information needed to facilitate quality, exposure-related health care

 Benefits - Improve disability claim functions, increasing the accuracy and decreasing processing time of 
claims and benefits determinations. It will relieve the Veteran from “burden of proof” disability evaluations 
and benefits determinations

 Collaborations - Increase transparency between VA, DoD, Congress, beneficiaries, and other 
stakeholders (such as Veterans Service Organizations)

 Research - Provide a foundation for prospectively following exposed cohorts for long-term or latent 
health effects that could be attributable to exposures

 Registries - Integrate the environmental health registries, including the Agent Orange Registry, Gulf War 
Registry, Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry, Ionizing Radiation Registry. The Toxic 
Embedded Fragment Surveillance Center and Depleted Uranium Follow-Up Program registries will not 
be included.

People - Win - Transform
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(U) ILER
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 Compiles exposure 
history & reports 
(DOEHRS, AFHSD, 
Personnel reporting 
systems)

 Links SMs to known 
exposure events and 
incidents

 Exposure + location
 Benefit determinations 

for service-related 
exposures

 Interest, Gaps

People - Win - Transform



UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

(U) Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics 
(PACT) Act

 VA’s new process for evaluating and determining exposure and service connection for various 
chronic conditions …hard to prove on an individual basis

 Expands health care and benefits for exposures to toxins while on active duty, training duties, 
or as a veteran deployed ISO:
• Operation Enduring Freedom
• Operation Freedom’s Sentinel
• Operation Iraqi Freedom
• Operation New Dawn
• Operation Inherent Resolve
• Resolute Support Mission

 Removes the need for certain veterans and their survivors to prove service connection if DX
 Speeding up receipt of benefits
 Survivors of veterans who died due to designated conditions may be eligible for benefits

 Enroll in VA health care from five ten years post-discharge

 Requires VA to:
 Conduct new studies of veterans who served in Southwest Asia during the Gulf War
 Analyses of post-9/11 veterans’ health trends
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(U) PACT Act - Health Conditions

 Presumptive Respiratory Illnesses:
 Chronic bronchitis
 Chronic OPD
 Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative 

bronchiolitis
 Emphysema
 Granulomatous disease
 Interstitial lung disease
 Pleuritis
 Pulmonary fibrosis
 Sarcoidosis
 Glioblastoma
 Chronic sinusitis
 Chronic rhinitis
 Asthma that developed and was 

diagnosed after qualifying service

 The 11 categories of cancers added to the 
toxic exposure presumptive list include:
 Head cancer of any type
 Neck cancer of any type
 Respiratory cancer of any type
 Gastrointestinal cancer of any type
 Reproductive cancer of any type
 Lymphoma cancer of any type
 Lymphomatic cancer of any type
 Kidney cancer
 Brain cancer
 Melanoma
 Pancreatic cancer

 N.B. When “of any type” is added as a 
qualifier, hundreds of types of cancers can 
now be considered presumptively service-
connected
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(U) Airborne Hazards and 
Open Burn Pit Registry

 Burn Pit Registry
 Veteran or SM who 

served in the 
Southwest Asia 
theater of 
operations after 
August 2, 1990, or 
in Djibouti, Africa 
or Afghanistan 
after 9/11, you are 
eligible

 Other registries:
 Agent Orange, Gulf 

War, Ionizing Rad, 
TEmbFrag, 
Depleted UR

20
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Questions/Discussion
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Contact info:
gabrielle.caldara@socom.mil

813.826.5051
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