


I North Carolina, 20150320

|O: Please state your full name and duty position.

wiT: I - at the time | was the [N
I

1O: If you could, could you just give us a run down on the events as you saw them from
your perspective from the day iteration through the crash.

WIT: | will just start right before, we probably ended around 1600 because there were
ospreys in the air, and we were not going to able to continue our flight mission until later,
so we took a break. Maritime rated over said it would not be until 2000 that we would be
able to start the night op, so during that time we made a little barbecue and we were out
there with the pilots and the air crew, and we had hamburgers cheeseburgers, and hot
dogs. As it got closer to the time | think probably around 1900, maritime rated over said
that the ospreys were not going to do their mission and that we could bump our time up,
some of the guys had left to go get some food off base, so we were not able to bump
our time up and we were still on time for 2000. As 2000 approached some fog started to
set in, probably around 1930, but | don’t know what time so | shouldn’t even say that,
the fog started to set in and maritime rated over said, the fog is getting kind of thick do
you still want to do this? That was rated over to | N RN so

relayed the message, and | went and talked to MSG Saunders and let him know, that
they are having some concerns with the fog coming in, and that maritime in the water is
saying that they are having a hard time seeing the lights on the tower, and he said ok.
So he goes to the pilots and | think it was Warrant Officer Griffin, and he said,”hey they
have some concerns about the fog”, and he was like,” Well | am not really too
concerned, because we have our instruments and we have our flight path plotted so we
really don’t need to be able to see as long as we have our navigation instruments”. So
time goes on and maritime radios back that the fog is really getting bad, and he was
like,”Well NI s2ys they are not concerned”, then maritime says, “l am
concerned”. | was like the pilots are saying they still got this, and they are still good, so
we went ahead and loaded up and | guess it was closer to 2000 that | went out to the
safety boat, and we went out. As we were there, the fog would clear up then it would
come back in heavy, then it would clear up again. So everything was a go, they were
still going and the fog had cleared up a little bit, and | could hear the birds when they
started up. | could hear them off in the distance, | never even knew that they had taken
off, as the fog had rolled in thick again and the visibility of the tower was none, you
couldn’t even see the white lights through the bottom, you couldn’t see anything. The
next thing that | hear is maritime saying, “ No go, no go, no go”, | am not sure what time
that is, so they stopped and the next thing | heard, | thought in my head that they took
too much time for them to take off and | never saw them over the water so | thought they




were still waiting to launch. | was like, oh it got too thick they are calling it, as | am sitting
there in the water, after the no go | hear a boom! | was like, what the fuck?

WIT. So | asked my boat driver, did you hear that? And he was like, “Yea”, so he asked
the other guy,” are they doing some bomb drops”? and he was like, “ | don't think so”,
but that was what we heard, that it was a no-go, and we couldn’t see anything over the
water and we could barely see the other safety boat towards the east, and to the west
was where | heard the boom. So we started to head back and everything was good, our
helo headed back and that was all that we knew. So we started heading back west, and
my boat driver was like,” | can’t see”, so he asked the other boat driver to take the lead,
and the other boat driver took the lead and as we were going back west we lost sight of
him, and my driver turned off his engine and was like,” Hey | don’t know where you are,
can you turn on your strobe™? So he turns on his strobe and we are looking and we
can’t see anything, then we look behind us, and his boat is actually behind us so
somehow in the fog we got turned around and we were heading east vs west. Once we
re-orientated ourselves we took off and headed back west and as we would get closer
you would see the patches and how bad they were because we could see his light then
and as we were still approaching that direction it would go off and you couldn’t the
strobe light, then we would clear that patch and then we could see the strobe light
again. We headed in and then we pulled in and myself and ||| I oot off and
we drove over to the boat locker, and when we got there, there was only one set of
aircrew there, then they were like where are these guys at? And | was like, what do you
mean where are these guys at? They were with you guys. The pilots that were there
got on the green gear, and the other guys were calling cell phones, and ||| NGz
was like, they said they were pulling straight up and that they were trying to get over the
fog, and that he was hoping they were going to land somewhere. They called Eglin, and
they called Pensacola, and a few other airports to see if anybody had seen them or if
they had landed there. He then jumped on green gear and started trying to
communicate with other aircraft in the air and try to get them to relay a message to
MOJO 69, and everyone else was saying that they couldn’t get a hold of anybody. Then
I - < the other pilot, | think it was [N}l =nd asked him, “hey
what is your guys protocol”? Since we were not getting a hold of anyone. He said that
generally we wait for an hour before we call in search and rescue, and | was like OK.
On the Marine side we are not too used to any of that, so we were getting kind of
nervous, and | told [, dude something bad happened, | heard a sound, |
don’t know what it was, so | described it to him, and he was like,” Hey talk to the pilot”.
So I went and talked to I -d he was like,” What sound did you
hear'? | was like, it was a boom, and he was like,” Well that is not really consistent with
an aircraft going down, you would hear a lot of screeching, and screaming, and
squealing”, | was like if you are talking about like the scene in black hawk down, no |
didn’t hear any of that, what | heard was a boom, he was like, OK, and they were still
trying to make contact. He then called me back again and he was like,” Alright doc
describe to me again exactly what you heard”?, and | was like | heard a boom, and he
was like, “no that is not consistent with the sound of an aircraft going down”. So as time




goes on other vehicles had launched to see if they could find anything or anyone, at this
point maybe we were hoping that they had just landed wherever they could and were
just trying to walk back. | am not sure what time it is but time goes on and a zodiac boat
launches, we were like, “Fuck it we are taking off and we are going to see if we can find
something”. So a boat launches, and |l ta'ks to the fire department to get
some flashlights, and then they take off, but once he went to the fire station then they
got involved, so then they radioed to start trying to get something, and they were calling
the sheriffs departments and stuff to see if anyone had reported a helicopter landing in
their front yard or their backyard or something. So the hour went by and then they
notified Eglin, they were going back and forth whether anybody could help because with
fog everybody was on lock-down, boats were on lock-down because they were afraid of
going out, and the Coast Guard couldn’t figure out where the water was so then we
launched another zodiac. At that point the fire department, and B contacted us
and asked I if they wanted to relocate the COC over to the fire station, so they
went over there and other emergency vehicles started coming in, more police and stuff.
They started trying to figure out the map, ok where were you all? where was this?
Where was everything? At that point we launched the second zodiac and we went into
the water, it was myself NN and | forget last name, but they call him lll and
he is o [INIIINNEEEE -nd they attached a fire fighter with us because he had an
GPS and a radio so that we had communication with the COC, or communication
center, and we launched. They said that the majority of everybody else is going to be of
the east side, you all head west on the south side towards the Navarre bridge, and that
was what we did, we started heading west towards the Navarre bridge on the south
side, and we didn’t see anything. Then we got to the Navarre bridge and the firefighter
radios in says, “ Hey we are at the Navarre bridge do you want us to keep pushing |
west”? And they were like, no just go ahead and turn around and start heading back
east, and just kind of go back and forth from north and south, so that is what we did and
we started to come back in and that was when we started finding different debris and we
were like, “Oh fuck”. We rolled up on a big thing, and we pulled it up and it was the deck
plate, on the front there was a green strap that says front, and we were like, “ Son of a
bitch”, what are the odds that this is an old piece? We were still hoping, so we pulied
that in to the boat and we kept searching, and we started finding little pieces of
insulation, foam insulation, and more pieces like the side panels of the bird, so we went
from that blue-grey, to the dark green. We then rolled up on another panel picked that
up and it was the part of the fuselage that had the MOJO emblem, and we radioed it in
and we were like, hey we have debris and we are pretty sure that is from that bird, and
they were like, ok, where are you?

WIT: And he gave them our grid coordinates were we found that stuff, and they were
like, hey there is supposed to be a Coast Guard boat somewhere is he there? And we
were like, no there is no one here, and that kept going back and forth whether the Coast
Guard was there or not, they couldn’t find where we were, so we were still looking, and
we kept moving along and we found a dive booty, a dive boot. We just kept looking, we
were hoping that we found someone, but there was no one to help, there was just more




debris that we were pulling in, and we reached some other point that we were
surrounded in debris, and we were hoping that this was the site and we could find
someone, but there was no one we were just pulling up debris, and pulled | up what
looked like someone’s liver, and threw it in the boat. We just kept picking up helmets,
crushed in and caved in at the back, and you could see parts of the brain matter on the
pads, but we couldn’t find anyone, we were still trying to make our way back, and they
contacted us and said, hey bring all your debris to us, we were still trying to make our
way back, and struggling with calling off the search because we were still trying to find
people, we were working our way back and we finally made our way back to the boat
ramp and we got out....

10: 1 am sorry man it looks like you obviously did everything you could. If you would
take me back to initial conversation between the boats before the birds took off, those
conversations that you were either physically there and heard back and forth between
the pilots and/or yourself, if you can and with as much detail as to what was said, and
that you were right there and head it or what you actually had with the pilots regarding
those initial weather conversations.

WIT: It was maritime they called in and said,” Hey | am out here and | can't see the
lights on the top of the tower, | am kind of concerned”, N radioed back,
and | got a hold of MSG Saunders, so | gave him the radio and he contacted N
B 21 he was like,"hey they have concerns”, and he was like, OK, at that time
Warrant Officer Griffin came in, and he was like,”hey they have concerns about not
being able to tee the tower”.

|O: You were there when Mr. Griffin was told that?

WIT: Yes, and he said,” | am not too concerned about being about being able to see it
because we have our flight path plotted, so we don’t even go near it, | am not even
concerned about the tower at all”, so MSG Saunders was like,”ok they are not worried
about it”, | was like, ok.

|0: Where were the other pilots when that conversation was occurring, do you know?

WIT: | think that everybody was still out by the grill, because everybody was just
starting to get ready to push out.

10: Did Mr. Griffin talk about weather? Anything about ceilings and visibility? Did he
mention that he had a weather brief of his own?

WIT: They did mention the ceilings but | don’t remember what the distance was, |
don’t remember that at all, so | am not going to say a number, but they did talk about the
ceiling, and they were like it is still ok, we are still good.

10: Was there a second conversation after that, where the safety boat on the DZ called
again and said, that the weather is getting really bad, and said that he was getting really
concerned. Was that all one conversation or a couple separate ones?




WIT: No that was prior to even getting into the water, because that was when N
B s2id,"hey these guys are not concerned”, and he was like, “I know they are
not concerned, but | am”. We still went through, everybody else was still good, and the
pilot said he felt comfortable and that he had his track, because everybody's main
concern was that tower and that is why he was like, “I don't even go near that tower, so I
am not concerned with it, we go way around it and don’t even get near it”.

|0: When you were still on shore there prior to the birds taking off what did the weather
look like to you?

WIT: It was bad, it would come in patches then it would drift over, and it would be
absolutely clear. When we pushed out in the boats, and we went over you could see
the tower, then it would start going out, then you could see the tower again, then the fog
would roll in and then you couldn't see the tower, at one point you couldn’t even see any
of the lights from the tower at all.

|O: This was at the building that you where you guys were doing the barbecue? Or
where the helicopters were parked?

WIT: This was after we were already the water.
I0: You guys were at the dock just across from the building?

WIT: At that point we were already pushed out east to the drop zone, and we were
already staged there just waiting for them to take off.

|O: Prior to you actually pushing off shore to head out to the DZ, at that point what did
the weather look like to you from there?

WIT: At that point the visibility was still okay on the low side but up high it was bad, but
down at the bottom you could still see. We pushed into the water and rode out east
towards the drop zone, and you could still see the lower half of the tower, and during
that time it would go up and down where visibility was good and visibility was poor, like |
said we heard the choppers run on but | never saw them, at some points we couldn’t.
even see the other safety boat.

|O: Did you have comms with them? Where they up on comms with you guys?

WIT: The other safety boat had the green gear with the pilots, | just had the Motorola
with the other safety boat with [ Bl that was how he would radio back to me
and | was able to communicate to MSG Saunders about the weather.

10: Prior to even the daytime iterations for this thing did they hold any type of daily air
mission brief?

WIT: Yes, prior to every one we would meet and do the brief, then get dressed then
load the boats up.




|0: Did they talk during that about what they would do if say, one of the helicopters
broke and they were down to one aircraft?

WIT: | don't recall that.

|O: Did they talk about what they would do if weather started to get bad? Were they
would go, or how late this iteration could go until they said, alright this is too late we
have to stop, we have to be done no later than a certain hour.

WIT. No | don't recall any of that.
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N ] ' , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

TO: Please state your name, and what your job tltle is?

WIT: —operation specialist_

1O Can you deseriba to us what you were doing the day of the orash, and step through the entire provess form beghning to end,
based on what you were dolng out inthe water, and your jnteraction with the orew.

WIT: The timeline is sott of sketchy in ray head, {t has been a while, For our day fteration we rolled out fror Hurlburt Marina and
we picked up SN We then moved back to the DZ, at that point onee the Helo spun up, they took off, The first helloopter came
in and flared, and you could tell the guy could fly, I wouldn't say he was showboating, buthe was gefting down on the water, and they
gald that they only had ons ladder, so they wers daing it * bird by bird,” and they were swapping the ladder back and forth, He then
dropped the guys fn the water, and he then made a loop, came back, and laddered all the guys out of the water, They then repeated the
Itaration for the second aircraft, they went back, sef it down, and did a ladder swap, then they cate back out, and dropped the guys
again, and Jaddered them up. I guess they needed & second Jadder, so he made another loop arouad, and dropped the guys in the
water, then came back and laddered them up, The whole time we weroe moving, it went from sunshine, to overcast and nasty looking.

1 actually have some pictusss of the daytime iteration,

IO; So the weather started getting bad during the day?

WIT: It just went from sunshine, to real dveary and misty looking, They went back, and set down, and we were supposed to bring in

the CV-22s. Wa set up for the CVs, and they canceled onns, We called the helicoptets «nd they sald, "Hey we have some puys thet
gre eating, and we ave walting on that,” I then went back to the dook, and NN, and wanted 1o talk to the guys. Then the fog stavted
rolling in, and my other guy who was on the DZ, called up and sald, Hoy man It's getting foggy over here, I can’t sven sea the lights

on the tower.

10: That was I

WIT: Yes NN ! s2id 1 didn’t know what to do, that we can let the alreraft know but sither’ way they have the final
deofsion on it. We relayed to the medio who wag with the aireraft, and he went and talked to the guys, and thay said, "We have the
cetlings, we are good to go.” Then IMMcnlied weathet, and Weather gave what the actual cefllngs wers, and he called back and sald
e was fogged in over where he was and that he couldn't see anyfiing and didn't think it was safe,
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3.

stareventor (AR TAKEN AT pATED 2015/03/18

8. STATEMENT (Conlinued)
WIT: We called the medic again, and they said that they ware still good to go. X want o say that he sald they are good for {like) 300
foot cellings, Which fo me st that point thers was hot 4 300 foot ceiling, but we could atill see the shoreline from where we were,
and that ia a 1015 minute boat ride, so maybe Zkm betweon ns and whero NN s, By the time I, mysolf, and the
N onded up and got back, i had started clearhig some, and the alrcraft called and said, that they were good to go, and that they
were spinuing up, We could honr the rotors spinning np, it then started fogging up around the time thoy were ready to take off, and
they tool off, There was n lot of stuff going on at that moment, and between the calls, and all of that, we heard an mpaot. It sounded
like 0 “105 shell” going off; which is riot wncormon for us J sounded ltke it was north of the highway but with the fog you gat out
there'and you're discombobulated, Tho fog was rolling In, and I couldn’t ses W from hore 10 that wall. He calls up and says, “No
drop, ne drop, no drop," and the second aireraft said, Roget, RTB," At that time there were no calls made that would make us thinik

anything otherwise, 1 oan’t remember the name of the medie.

10O: Was ic IR
WIT: He has a oull-sign, and thatis all { know him by,

IO:; Was he on the aivoraft?
WIT: He was on my boat, Ho sald, ** What was that?” 1 satd it sounded like & 103 round golog off but Pm not sure,

10: Was the medis also the one that was relaying fo the aiterew?

WIT: Iam not sure, bocanse at that point all X was doing was shuffling the guys back and forth, I wag sitting at the dock, and the only
person that was at the dock with me was NN, We were talking to anothey guy, and he told e that # was the medip, It was the
samne call-sign but I van't remetnbor i, We all heard it but, nobody paid any aitention to it, because it’s ot an uncommon sound,
Once they called RTB we said we are indexed for the evening. Then me and SR both went back, INEN}:ad NN on his boat at
that point, and I had the medic, we went back to the dock at Alpha 15, unloaded fhose guys, and started making. oor way back to
Hurlburt Fisld, About 30 minutes into that, and it was horrible to that point hecause we were on our stgll boats and didi’t have any
radar, wo then got 4 call across the radio that sald, “ Stop all actions at this point, and call us on your cell phone. We calied TN
and ho suid, “We are initlating the SAR process we are missing a bird," which even at that point it hadn’t olioked about the sound
beoause it's not uncomunon for us to have 2 helicopter that won’t tall to vs. They hear you and wont even reply, its not like when we
work with the winged aitoraft. We had good communioation with thoss guys all the time, then all of a sudden he was ofF the net, Our
initial thoughts wexe that he RTB fo Destin and set down, ot headed to somowhere slse with better weather or something like that,
S0 we then went back and got the Targe boat with the radar, Dy the time we got baok in the water 1t was 1030 or 30, maybo a llitle
later, we had to walt for the whole ohain of command process to come down, and I 2o 0d got on the boat with ug, snd
we went out. We started searching from the point that we thought it would have gone down, which is right around A15, and we were
just to the west of what we now as the point of impast, and we staried soarohing towards Navatre, We were st the point of almost
quitting becanse we couldn’t even ses the bow ofthe boaf af that point, and we then osme reross some marlnes in a Zodias that had
found some parts, as we were speaking with them, a plece of the tail flogted by with the tail number on It, and we had confirmation,
called the TOC, and let them know, and at that polut we started searching, dolig a grid back and forth across the sound,
Sometima around 0330-0430, we got the phone call that they had found the two, which we kiew were the pilots once we got to
them, because of the goar that was on them. We picked them up and took them back to the dock, and at that point it was just pioking
up bits and plecos hare and thers, It scems like It has all run together siuce then, T don't know (£ you are interested in seeing the
pictutes from the day iteration, it got, tromendously worst betwesn then and there,

10: Absolutely doyou have the ability to emgii those to us?

WIT [Shows Video]: Talso Ixavaja{viden ofthe second alroraft, when he came in, I actually videotaped them coming In during &
portion of the day iteration. As yow-can seethis was the day that it went from sunshine to this in » matter of 15-20 minutes,

TO: 'Was it like that whon they started the day? Or was it Hke that what it tutned In to?
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starevenor | TAKEN AT DATED 2015/03/18

B, STATEMENT  (Conlinuad)

WIT [Shows Video]: When they fiest started turning up rotors it-was still sunshine, aud it wont from sunshine to that, That was Sl
in thelr first yun in, that was the fivst pioture, T do that all the time when we work With airoraft 1 fake plotures. You can see that is
when he was coming scross the sound, and thls was Tacing from the sound towards A15, and the orash sight would have been off {o
the rght here, This Is him comlng in, and you can ses how the woather progressively got worse, tn the matter of his track coming In
during the daytime lteration. It was on and off like that, that was when they were dropping the guys in the watet, and that is when they
vame around to ladder them up, and-you can almost ses sunshine there, and that was after he had dropped them, and that was when he
coming around to ladder them up, So it was in and out, and this was the sepond alterafy,

WIT: [Plays video] and that's the Indder portion,
'WIT: [Plays video]. Those ais the only videos Thave,
10; Hyou eould emall those fo us, 4s that is helping to show how the weather wag deteriorating,

WIT: Tiké I said, I have Hown with you guys, T was In Ft, Campbell for four years, in the llll In ray mind there 18 no doubt that the
guy was a good pilol, there are people that scare the crap out of you, and there are peaple that you feel comfortable with, and
working with those guys we were comfortable with them. I kmew that your guys know what they were doing, we have tearns that
come in and we work with, that are just junk, and we fiave guys that know what’s going on, The weather was deterforating, it was back
and forth, and it was a judgment call, and when they hud takes off the weather had gotten to the point that it was not safe,

TO: Did you know why the CVs cancé]ed? Did they say why?

WIT: X believe it was a maintenance issue but T am not positive, NEEMshould be able to give you an answer on that, if not Sl the
O ;. N 7o 12 the lead for the CV portion, and he can get yon the information on why the canceled, T was working with the

60's,

O: Was it one of the boat orews called for the weather?

WIT: 1t was iy other guy,

f0: Do you know who he called?

WIT: He called Fuplbust fleld weather, and he has all the [nfosmation, NEME is an ex-cop und he has all that information typed up.

10: You guys started having a conversation vver the radio talking about the weather that was closing in on the DZ, was that radla oall
going back to one of the aitoraws? Or did you say it was 2 medic that was there?

WIT: We wete Tolaylng hetween the medin, and the aircrew. At that point they were sitting on the ground, and I am sof sure if they
were hearing across theit radio or not.

IO: You were talking on black goar?
WIT: Weo wers talking on the LMRs - Land Mobile Radio « black geat Is 4 radio though

10; The radlo on one end was the niedio?,,

WIT: I didn't speoifically talk to th‘e flight orew, it was a relay, back and forth, 1 know that he was speaklng to them fice-to fave, but
I don't kniow, you know how things get lost In communication,

10: In reference to when you heard the 103 round golng off; when did you make the call for “Hey the weather is just not good
enough here at the D2 and the calf for RTB came through,
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STATEMENT QF ! TAKEN AT DATED 2015/03/18

| 9. STATEMENT  {Continusd) Co .
WIT: None of us ous remember whethor it was before or after the RTB call. We had bunched our two boats together beoause the

wagther had rolled in, and were cross-talking saying, ‘Hey this {s not golng to happon.! We had felt it was a safety fssue on owr end. I
s almost positive that the impact sound, was prior tolllalling the RTH call over the radlo, and then the other bird replled, That

hole ordeal happened within a matter of seconds of each other.

10: Nornally if you relay that the aicraft can’t drop at the DZ aver the radio, do you all have an SOP for what that means, other
thel you're not clent fo drop? Was it briefed for the orew to basioally associate hearing 'we cant drop at the D2 with, 'if T tell you
thnt you ean't drop here, you are to remafn on the ground, or go ajy lager? ‘Was there a follow-on menning that you guys had briefed

oti? s

WIT: As for as holo-cast g, we are nothing more than » safety boat, and sometirae OSJ doss it with thelr guys, When it oome fo
parachute Jumps, we have a say-so, we ate the DZ. guys, we tell the airoraft whether they caz or ean't jump, On a helo-cast, it I
prolty much between the teara and the helicopter If they can fly, unless theys s safoty Issus, Iphysically can’t say 1o, because 11
do, it cotries down to the chain of command to ask *why did you caneel tralning,’ If Thave to make the call then it is done, even at the
point that we call it, tratnlng Is over, thers is no try this again because wo'ro making a sifoty oall,

HIINOTHING FOLLCWS//////// .

AFFIDAVIT
I, _ « HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ T0O ME THIS STATEMENT
WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE _4 . [FULLY UNDERSTAND THE GONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BY ME. THE STATEMENT I8 TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL GORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT, | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEEIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHQUT GOBRCION, UNLAWFUL INFEUENCE

(Slpnature of Farson Making Stalement)

WITNESSES: s Subscribed and swormn lo before me, a parsgn Authorized by jaw to
adminlsler paths, this 22 Lo . dayol Marzin Z"/ S—‘

at

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS (Signaturs of Person Auniinistadng Qath
{TynediName of Person Adminislerlng Oath)
N J q¢ Addvoca 711)
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS (Authorily Jo Admiinister Oalis)
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